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& | Literary Elements in film: An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge
f_|_Find the video on YouTube at:
R | hitps: VO omivatch?2y=GuP5skl0ra40

- *What are some prominent formal efements in the film? Particularly, what is the
- characterization, point of view, setting, imagery, and mood?
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H " *lustrate the mast memo rable, vivid scene from the film and fzbel the character(s) names in

4l your drawing along with three adjectives to describe sach of them. Then, below the drawing,
. - complete the senisnces about setting and mood.
{1 i} Drawing:
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-1 2. The mood of this scene is ‘ _ because




Key Lite lements of o Scene
(applicable to both text and film)

Below is a list of five key literary elements that exist not only in an overall storyline, but also
within individual scenes, Note that “Plot” has beern removed from the list, as we will consider
literary elements 3peciﬁca].ly within scenes, not within overall story structure.

‘When you examine texis and fitms for class, consider the following questions. They will he;lp

you identify scenes and find the literary elements of those scenes.

Characterizafion

What kinds of person/people are the characier(s)? What are their bchcfsfhupes!dmamshdealsf
values/morals/fears/sirengtha/weaknesses/vices/virtues/talents? How de they conduct themselves?
What do they say and do to reveal themselves? What do others say ard do about them? What are
your opinions or feelings about them?

Point of View

What point of view does the story use? Is it congistent in its use of this point of view? If shifts are
made, are they justified?

Setting

Setting refess to 'I'IME and PLACE: Time: of day, year, cra/age? Place; city, country? QOutside,
inside? Rich and opulent or poor and simple? Stark and barmen landscape? Rainy or sunny?
Beautiful or adversarial? Dark or light? Dangerous or safe? The weather? how does all this affect
mesning? What feclings (atmosphere) ate evoked just by the setiing?

Imagery '

Imagery, in a liferary text, is an author's use of vivid and descriptive langua ge to add depth to
hisfher work, It appeals to human senses to deepen the reader’s understanding of the work. What
images/sensory-ideas are presented in the text?

Vood

In Hterature, mood is a lterary element that evokes certain feelings ox vibes-in-readers through
words and descriptions. Mood Is evidenced by the use of particular language that informs your
responses and overall emotional response toward what is read: Is the feeling of the scene joyfui?
Melancholy? Angry? Peaceful? Scary? Mystericus?
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Owl Creek Film-to-Text Exercise

We will re-view the final soene from Ow! Creek (fora 2200 until the end) three times. Affer each

B viewing, mark notes/dotail/events that will aid you in compieting the prompt below, After we harve

viewed the olfp three times, you will use your notes to write your final narrative text version of the scene,

“Write exactly what you see happen in this final scere. Capture as many details and Tages a8 possibl
i a narrative style. Do not reference anytling c}thcr than what youi see and hear onscreen i the final
sceng. Essentially, you are trying to pacrate in wy 2 :

as rmch ag you feel i necessary to corplete this.”

Notes:

Narrative fext:
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i - Name:

i An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge, by Ambrose Bierce
RE ' {ending passage)

RN

Doubtless, despite his suffering, he had fallen asleep while walking,
for now he sees another scene—perhaps he has merely recovered from a
deliriumn. He stands at the gate of his own home. Allisas heleft
it, and all bright and beautiful in the morning sunshine. He must
have traveled the entire night. As he pushes open the gate and passes
up the wide white walk, he sees a flutter of female garments; his
wife, Iooking ifresh and cool and sweet, steps down from the veranda to
meet him. Atthe bottom of the steps she stands waiting, with a smile
of ineffable joy, an attitude of matchless grace and dignity. Ah, how
beautiful sheis! He springgforwards with extended arms, As hais

- about to clasp her he feels 2 stunning blow upon the back of the nack:
a blinding white lght hlazes all about him with a sound like the
shock of a cannori--then all is darkness and silence!
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Peyton Farquhar was dead; his body, with a broken necl, swung gently
from side to side beneath the timbers of the Owl Creek bridge.
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oy « 1. How does your written narrative ending-compare lo Bierce's original? Look closaly at
: what you wrofe versus what he wrote, and consider the difference in formal elements
inciuding sharacterization, point of view, setling, imagery, and mood.
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2, Given the fiim version and Bierce's original text, do you feel that there are formal details
you missed in your written narrative version of the story's ending? How would you write

your ending differently to better capture aspects of gharasierization, point of view,
setling, imagery, and mogd?
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